Davis Gardens World’s Largest Producer of Greenhouse 
Fruits and Vegetables~-Thirty-Five Acres Under Glass 


THIRTY-FIVE ACRES UNDER GLASS—The huge plant and greenhouses of J. W. Davis & Company, located at the south edge of 


Terre Haute. 
treasurer. 


| Y ORLD'S LARGEST fittingly 
If" describes one of Terre 
JHaute's most renowned industries, 
J. W. Davis & Company, the 
J iargest producer of greenhouse 
‘fruits and vegetables in the world. 
{The Terre Haute plant, which 
1 covers 35 acres under glass, ships 
2its greenhouse cucumbers all 
over the United Stales, Canada, 
Alaska and shipments are fre- 
‘quently made to Manila, Shang- 


ihai and Hong Kong. 
| Employing approximately 125 


persons, the plant has pioneered 
and developed a system of green- 
house irrigation which is known 
world-wide. The J. W. Davis & 
Company has also pioneered in 
the development of aerosol bombs 
in connection with the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and is pres- 
ently distributing these bombs 
throughout the nation through a 
subsidiary, the D.A.O. Corpora- 
tion. 

The three crops of the Terre 


Haute plant are tomatoes, cucum- 


bers and bibb lettuce, with all 
three products being shipped 
daily to customers in every stale 
in the nation. Greenhouse cu- 
cumhers are included on the | 
menus of passenger ships on both 
ihe Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
as well as on railroad dining car 
menus the world over. À 
The largest greenhouse plant in 
the world maintains a boiler plant 
capable of producing 6,000 boiler 
horse power which heats the! 


giant greenhouse in the winler 


months. Maintaining an auto- 
matic system of raising and low- 
„ering ventilators from a central 
| control point, plant workers cán 
raise or lower any ventilator in 
the huge plant in a matter of 
seconds. 

Always seeking improved meth- 
dds. of operation, the company 
is presently! expérimenting with 
sound waves as a means of better 
polenization. Tests have showh 


Inset at left are: Keith Owen, Sr., president of the company, and Keith Owen, Jr., general manager, secretary and 
Inset at right is Don Dalbey, sales manager. 


that this method is possible and 
further experiments may prove 
the method best. Presently, the 
plant here uses 200 colonies of 
bees to  pollenize the various 
blooms and great strides have 
been made in the use of growth| 
hormones as artificial polleniza-i 
tion. i 


Soil for the plants is tested 
daily for moisture and each week! 
a laboratory test is run on soil, 
vines and fruits to see that thel 
proper food elements are avail-! 
able in the soil and present in! 
the vines and fruits. The under- | 
glass grower wages a constanti 
fight to make cultural conditions | 
as nearly perfect as possible and! 
in so doing he also produces con-, 
ditions which are ideal for in-! 
sects, ‘fungi and viri with the! 
result that he is constantly com- |, 


Daily Soil Tests. | 


Terre Haute Industrial 


VIGO (ÔTETY PUBLIE LEUT 


= CR. Mr 


Series NO. 2077 + on | 


ESS únIty Affairs PiS 


REFERENCE 7 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


res 


batting all of the cultural troubles | 
known to the outside grower, plus |. 
his own. | 

Years of careful experimenting | 
with various types of cucumbers 
and constant cross breeding have ! 
developed the finest texture of 
flesh in the fruit and the finest | 
flavor. The improvement in qual- 
ity and flavor of the greenhouse 
cucumber has increased the con- | 
sumption tremendously and has! 
taught the public that the green- | 
house cucumber should be in- 
cluded in the regular diet. In 
fact, various sanitariums through- 
out the country prescribe the cu-| 
| cumber on the diet list of patients ' 
afflicted with chronic indigestion. | 

The Terre Haute plant, which | 
requires some 20,000 tons of coal 
to heat its greenhouses during 
the winter months, is steadily 
producing and shipping from its 
plant properties and the only; 
slack season is described as the.: 
month of August and part of Sep- k! 


| should be used. To date, the cost 


tember. During tnis “oti 3647 
son, plant workers maintain the 
equipment and prepare the 
ground for the fall crops. 

Many of the old theories of 
plant raising have been found 
untrue by modern science includ-! 
ing the “old light of the moon"! 
theory. The under-glass grower 
can furnish heal, moisture and 
fertility in proper amounts. but, 
all of these are worthless without 
the proper amount of light. Light 
produces the process of photosyn- 
thesis which is so important in 
plant growth and therefore, sun- 
light is 100 per cent essential to 
plant growth unless artificial light 


of artificial light for commercial 
purposes is prohibitive, but when 
and where greenhouse growers 
perfect a system, the J. W. Davis 
& Company people will probably 
be in the forefront of the latest 
method developed, 
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Photos by Martin. 


J. W. DAVIS COMPANY, sprawling out over 60 acres of land on Terre Haute's south 
side, is the largest greenhouse under glass with a central heating plant in the entire 
world. 


The 35 acres under glass are devoted to growing tomatoes and Bibb lettuce 
which are shipped all over the country. While most of the products are sold in the 
Middle West Davis Gardens has coast-to-coast distribution on lettuce and is second 
largest air freight customer in the area, 


Established in 1914, Davis Gardens at one time produced only cucumbers but its 
crops have since been diversified. Another plant one-third the size of the Terre Haute 
facility is located at Davenport, Iowa, and a smaller one is in Aurora, IIl. Approxi- 
mareiy -130 persons are employed here. 


Four 500 h.p. boilers produce the steam heat for the greenhouses, using 20,000 
tons of coal annually. Temperature control is one of the prime factors in greenhouse 
operation and a 24-hour temperature check is in effect at all times to maintain tem- 
peratures for optimum growing conditions. 


Annual production from the two tomato crops averages about 2,000,000 pounds 
and approximately 1,000,000 pounds of Bibb lettuce are shipped out. 


The company carries on a constant program of research into better methods of 
pollinating, watering, fertilizing and all other phases of tomato growing. 


O. Keith Owen Sr. who founded the Terre Haute plant is chairman of the board, 
O. Keith Owen Jr. is president, Richard Winklepleck is sales manager and Fred Peiper 
heads production and research. 


(Next week the Tumpane Co.) 


K i 
LIN 


i Sho EG 
šitá FA M 


bře 


A 
284. 


i 


dá 


| 

A s ART CARE ES “ee pf ee Vt 
AS PLANTING BEGINS in the sun-drenched greenhouses peat pots are automatically filled with soil and GROWING TOMATO VINES are tied to an overhead wire with binder twine and the vine is wrapped 
direct-seeded with tomato seeds. Betweeh 150,000 to 200,000 pots are needed to plant a fall crop or around the twine on its way up. Women on the right are wrapping and suckering the vines and 
spring crop. About six weeks later the plants, now about 10 inches high, are transplanted to another on the left they are pollinating them by rapping them sharply with pollinating sticks. Tomato beds 

greenhouse. are watered semi-automatically by use of water sleds or hand watered. | 
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NO DIVER THIS but a face-masked Davis Gardens employe applying A HYBRIDIZING PROGRAM to produce better strains of tomatoes re- 
fungicide or insecticide fog with a powered knapsack sprayer. The quires three steps, illustrated here. Fred Peiper, right, production 
spray protects the plants from diseases and insects. The company and research chief, is removing fe sacks prior to kn of >. i 
Tajně ili f F 3 pollen from another plant. Jim Cass, general foreman, left, is collect- 7 
Ta AJ “lage Vig E SEA à gag A ing the pollen onto a board for the transfer. George Berger, Plant B WITH HER WALKIE-TALKIE Mary Payne, forelady, keeps in contact with 
9 Je “ihe ps p 9 : foreman, dusts the pollen on the prepared bloom. her plant foreman and the main office. She demonstrates how toma- 
— Ka > E 7 toes are picked and the stems clipned to prevent bruising or punctur- 
i -i da . ing during shipment. Her lightweight plastic basket is manufactured 


locally for this purpose. 
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AFTER CLOSE INSPECTION for imperfections and off-grade fruit, tomatoes are packed BETWEEN OCTOBER AND MAY the J. W. Davis Company harves:> z3 acres of Bibb lettuce, 
in eight-pound baskets, weighed and moved to cooling room awaiting shipment. In a small looseleaf type head lettuce unusually flavorful and tender. The Terre Haute 
the foreground of this line packing two grades of Davis tomatoes are two inspectors, plant is the largest greenhouse grower of this lettuce in the country. Bibb is cut 


Mildred Coons, left, forelady, and Eulita Johnson, and packed in five-pound baskets, then washed and baskets are lidded for shipping. 
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By Mary Stevens 


When the wreckers are through picking clean the skeleton of 
the J. W. Davis greenhouses, a business operation that began in 


Terre Haute in 1914 will be over. 

The family operation gave Terre Haute the distinction of 
having the world’s largest greenhouse with one central heating 
plant. The individual houses, each covering more than an acre of 
space, were plumbed with overhead irrigation pipes. Altogether, 
there was an impressive 35 acres in glass. The crops grown in the 


houses had filled the salad bowls of many of New York’s finest 
The last days of 


restaurants. 
Bibb lettuce was first grown in quantity at the Davis houses. 
Before the local company solved the problems inherent in mass 


cultivation of the tender plants, only a trickle had reached com- 
mercial markets. One of their most famous customers was Mrs. 
Davis Gardens 


John F. Kennedy, who served Bibb lettuce at a White House din- 
ner when she was First Lady. 
The business was closed in the summer of 1974 because of 
rising operational costs and tightening of EPA restrictions on 
smoke emission. For a time, there was hope that some other Proms 
grower, perhaps one interested in floriculture, might take over the l'es 
houses. The uncertain economic condition eventually eliminated ~r 
potential investors. QT 
Keith Owen, Jr. will continue operating his DAO Corporation, (œ 4m] 
selling horticulture materiais and equipment to gardeners and a <x 
operators of small greenhouses. Until all the greenhouses are z 
torn down, glass and channels can be purchased at the Cy = 
demolition site. — 8 
Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote a spirited poem. OLD IRON- == 2 
SIDES, that saved the famous ship CONSTITUTION from being — uj 
broken up for salvage. Too bad the same couldnt have been 6. ts 
done for Davis Gardens. 2 
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from the roof 
to the floor. 


Photos by Bob Godfrey 
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ains where the twin 

fens once towered over 
8 of greenhouses of the J.W. 

0.. S Seventh St. i 

The firm was one of the largest commercial 

© | gardeners under glass in the world, operating 

| more than 60 years It provided employment 


for 100 to 160 persons. depending-on the season, — 


most of them women. 

The firm grew cucumbers for many years, 
shipping them around the world. Inexpensive 
Cuban labor, moving into Florida, made it 
possible to grow and ship cucumbers from the 


okestacks Com 


m 
southern state at less cost. 20 ‘the local 
market dwindled. 

Davis Co. then entered the tomato-growing 
business, and continued this until the business 
closed about four years ago At one time. for 
a short period, the growing of mushrooms was 
undertaken The firm also raised Bibb lettuce. 


shipping much of it by air 


New regulations of the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency and other government agen- 
cies, requiring extensive and costly changes in 
the boiler plant, stacks and heating system in 
the greenhouses, made it necessary to close 
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Greenhouses were removed from the site 
some time ago, and only the stacks remained 
until Thursday at It a.m.. when demolition of 
the landmarks was started. 

Westminster Village, a retirement com- 
munity the project of Presbyterian Housing 
Inc | will be eretcted at the site There will be 
257 units constructed over the area with work 
scheduled to start as soon as the stack debris 
is removed. 

Travelers abroad have reported seeing 
wooden boxes. in which cucumbers were 
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shipped many years ago. in fo foreign grocery 
stores as shelf supports. The label was read- 
able "Cucumbers from J W Davis Co.. Terre 
Haute. Ind. USA“ | 

Bibb lettuce was grown with permission of- 
Colonel Bibb of Louisville. who raised.it in his | 
garden and gave it to friends 

Chairman of the board of J W Davis Co: is. 
OK Owen Sr and president is OK Owen Jr — 
The property was sold to Presbyterian Housing — 
Ine several months ago after their first site on — 
Indiana 46 south of Poplar Street was found to 
have soil and drainage problems. =: 


AWAITING THE BALL — A demolition crane 
hovers over the twin smokestacks at the J.W. 
Davis Co., 3300 S. Seventh St., Thursday before 
a wrecking ball was to be put to the stacks to 
clear the way for the 257-unit Westminster 
Village, a retirement community to be erected by 
the Presbyterian Housing Inc. 
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DEMOLITION ENSUES — Debris flies from the 
twin smokestacks as a wrecking ball is put into 
motion at Davis Gardens, where 35 acres of 
greenhouses at one time made the gardens one 
of the largest commercial gardeners under glass 
in the world. ‘ 


House of Photography 


